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MAKE PLUGGING INTO SAFETY A PRIORITY THIS HOLIDAY SEASON 
NIPSCO Offers Holiday Decorating Electric Safety Tips 

 
MERRILLVILLE, Ind. – Northern Indiana Public Service Company (NIPSCO) 
encourages customers to plug into safety this holiday season. 
 
• Carefully inspect each electrical decoration. Cracked or frayed sockets, loose 

connections or bare wires may cause a serious shock or start a fire.  
• Avoid stapling or nailing through light strings or electrical extension cords. This 

could damage the wire or insulation, which could lead to an electrical shock or fire.  
• Avoid overloading extension cords or allowing them to run through water or snow on 

the ground. Plug outdoor lights into ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCI) with no 
more than three standard-size sets of lights per single extension cord.  

• Before using any light strings, animated displays or other electrical products 
outdoors, make sure the product is approved by a nationally recognized certification 
organization such as Underwriters Laboratories (UL) and marked "For Outdoor Use."  

• Avoid using electrical ornaments or light strings on artificial trees with metallic 
leaves or branch coverings. This could create an electrical shock.  

• Turn off all electrical light decorations before leaving home or going to bed.  
• Follow the use and care instructions that accompany your electrical decorations.  
• Whether artificial or freshly cut, a tree should be kept a safe distance away from all 

sources of heat. Also, make sure the tree doesn't block any exits. 
• Make sure smoke detectors are in good working order.  Have a fire extinguisher on 

hand. 
 
NIPSCO, with headquarters in Merrillville, Ind., is one of the 10 energy distribution companies of 
NiSource Inc. (NYSE: NI). With nearly 712,000 natural gas customers and 445,000 electric customers 
across the northern third of Indiana, NIPSCO is the largest natural gas distribution company, and the 
second largest electric distribution company, in the state. NiSource distribution companies serve 3.7 million 
natural gas and electric customers primarily in nine states. More information about NIPSCO is available at 
www.nipsco.nisource.com. 
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